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March 16,1801 g^g 

By the imperial order, a committee was appointed, headed by his 
imperial highness prince of Oldenberg, who was sent down to Astra- 
khan at the beginning as a special plenipotentiary, with unlimited 
power from the Czar. He had with him a very large staff of doctors, 
nurses, and sanitary attendants and appliances. In the Astrakhan dis- 
trict he checked the epidemic in a very short time ; then he started for 
Sorataff, on the river Volga, with part of his staff. Sorataff is situated 
about 400 miles east of the city of Uralsk ; the latter city is situated in 
the southern part of the Ural, on the ridges of the Ural mountains. 
The other part of the staff he left in Astrakhan. Now, respecting 
Uralsk, the plague was more in the Kerghees prairies, in the following 
villages : Tegebay-Topeke, and Mereke, near the settlement of Talorka, 
in a part of the Ural and Astrakhan districts. 

At the beginning of the epidemic, there were 136 cases, 134 of which 
died and 2 recovered. Since January 8 to 21, there were no more cases 
reported in the above-mentioned villages. By February 8, the disin- 
fecting of the earthen huts of the Kerghees tribes in the prairies was 
discontinued, and it is supposed that there are no more cases of plague 
in either of the Astrakhan or Uralsk districts. Still, there is a very large 
number of doctors, nurses, and sanitary attendants skirmishing the 
prairies in search of any cases of the plague. Prince of Oldenburg 
left for St. Petersburg on February 8. Up to the present time, every- 
thing seems to be quiet. 

Respectfully, A. R. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, V. S. M. S. S. 

The Surgeon General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 

Outbreak of plague at Singapore. 

Washington, D. C, March 1, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the vice consul-general pro 
tem at Singapore telegraphed the word "plague" to the Department 
on the 28th ultimo, meaning thereby that there is an outbreak of the 
disease at that place. 

Respectfully, John Hay, 



Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

turkey. 



Secretary of State. 



[Report No. 260.] 
Report from Constantinople. 

Constantinople, February 18, 1901. 

Plague in Turkey. 

Sir : The sanitary physician of the city of Smyrna examined on the 
3d instant the corpse of a man whose death was caused from plague. 
The plague bacilli have been found in the pulp of the bubo existing in 
the right groin. 

The steamship Apollo arrived the 13th instant in Rhodes, one of the 
islands of the Turkish archipelago, having on board the corpse of a girl. 
aged 5 months, whose death occurred just before her arrival in Rhodes, 
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The sanitary physician there, in examining the corpse of the girl, found 
two ganglia enlarged, one of which was in the right groin, and the 
second in the right armpit. He directly stopped the landing of the 
passengers and put under medical observation the men who had had 
contact with the passengers and the crew of the steamer. He wired 
the fact to the sanitary board, and the steamship Apollo was directed 
to the lazaretto of Clazomenes. The sanitary physician of Smyrna, to 
whom the arrival of the Apollo was wired, has examined the corpse of 
the little girl, and his opinion is that he could not ascertain the cause 
of death. A microscopical examination has been made. Up to the 
moment I write no fresh news has been given about the case. 

Public health in the other Turkish provinces. 

Public health in the Turkish provinces is good, according to the sani- 
tary reports which reach us from the sanitary physicians. The sanitary 
physician from Djiddah deals in his report with the question of the water 
supply of that town, about which I have written in my report, sub No. 
257, dated December 29 last. He says that the wells dug furnish the 
quantity of 15 liters of water per minute. The water is good and pala- 
table, and is enough to supply the city. The number of deaths regis- 
tered in that city was 41 during the month of September and 36 during 
that of October. 

In Medina the number of deaths registered during the year ended 
December 31, 1900. is 1,311, of which 524 are children under 1 year. 
Of these deaths 121 are due to smallpox, of which 79 are in children. 

In Dardanelles there have been 17 deaths registered during the month 
of November. During said month 28 deaths have been registered in 
Cavalla. 

Public health in Constantinople. 

In Constantinople influenza is constantly prevailing. It is of rather 
mild character. There are also some diphtheria cases as well as some 
of measles. The number of deaths registered in Constantinople from 
January 1 to the 11th instant is 1,289. Of these 11 were due to diph- 
theria, 4 to measles, 9 to scarlet fever, 13 to typhoid fever, and 103 to 
acute inflammation of the respiratory apparatus. 

Eespectfully, Spikidion C. Zavitziano, 

United States Sanitary Commissioner. 

Foreign and insular statistical reports of countries and cities — Yearly and 

monthly. 

Argentina — Buenos Ayres. — Month of December, 1900. Estimated 
population, 817,799. Total number of deaths, 1,468, including diph- 
theria, 13 ; enteric fever, 7 ; measles 19, scarlet fever, 20 ; smallpox 14 ; 
plague, 1, and 205 from tuberculosis. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended February 22, 1901. 
Estimated population, 1,472. No deaths and no contagious diseases 
reported. 

Governors Harbor. — Two weeks ended February 22, 1901. Estimated 
population, 1,500. One death. No contagious diseases. 

Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended February 22, 1901. 
Estimated population, 3,900. No deaths and no contagious diseases 
reported. 



